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Reunited or remaining split

THE revnification of Germany, as
axplored in & ndidly cymical
Late Shew (WHC 2§ inverview lag]
night, of Wolf Biermann by N
Williams, {5 unlikely to find much
of an echio in Korea. Earbier on the
same channel, Brian Barron came
up with an intriguing docu-
meﬂur:.r for Assignment, contrast-

ECOMMMEAC recovery of
"_-..mtth Karea with the mofolithic
bankrapitey of the Morth ata ume
when ithe megalomaniac pyramids
of Kim Il Sung stand empty
because nobody can afford the
plass for their windows,

Asked how long the present
northern mgime could survive
after Kim Il Sunig i& replaced by
his anthems=wriling o6, 3 Moscow
pimerver ieckaped amywhene from
1w hours o two years; bai in the
meaniime the old man is sull
there, exerting his balefial 'Chw:ll-
ian influemce on the wlumae
paranoid  socicty,  Meanwhile,
across |30 miles of barbed wire,
0,000 American seTvicemen Gof-
tinue io prop up the secunty of the
South, 40 vears afier the war that
first t0ook them 1o fight there,

Like Hong Kong. South Korea
is the ecomomic envy of il
commemunin neighbours. But, for as
long as Kim remains so powerful &
god thal an apparently amiable
younmg woman can  cheerfully
admit 16 camera her murder, 19
has pame, of 116 people nboard a
South Korean jet, the chances ane
that there will be linle political
change. “Any other young person
in Nofh Kofes would have been
proud o do whan | did” the
porpeiralos Annpunced. over re-
constructed fim of an wrlner
baving it inmdes lofm oul 8%
bodues llew throwgh the windowd,
ldealogy stll makes & powerful
fromiTieT,

As for Wollf Bicrmonn, the
rogue toubsdour whose father
ched in Auschwiir defected from
Hamburg to East Berlin in 1933,
He was amoang the first 1o criticise
a cormupt regme there, as a resuly
of which be was duly exiled back
to Iiis homeland from his father-
land, and remains ene of the great

exponents of the “plage: on bath
Enur houses™ school of Cemirnl
uropean political philosophy,
His singing of his own songs
BUREESIE n&lbrn Becaud in the
Berliner Ensemble, but Williamas's
intelligent inierview brought out
somc superk Verbal Imapes,
!nv:ll.ld-lng the cadaver of com-
munism stinking around the
warld, and the mm:g;tu than it did
not need the teanng down of the
Berlin Wall to 120l & man who had
climbed across it in both direc-
tons thal there mighit mow be o
way through the middle,
Maonday's Abread In Britwin on
BBC 2 lound Jonmthan Meades
loaking more than ever like a reat
collecior from the Mafia, as his
durk glaxses and shoulder-padding
grow  wider by the week. His
Iugubrious search for the architec-
turally and socially exotic, & wsefial
counierpart 10 Lucinda Lambton's

mofe manic treks arousd the
merely buenrre, led him thay week
10 & senes of local Bobemias, in
thie Isle af Wight, Wes Sussex and
west London. Meades 15 finding
has place halfway between James
Lees-Mikne and Mikolaus Peviner,
mever betier than when worrying
aboui whether there are places in
Bohesia called Englamd, or why
Little Red Riding Hood should
have come fram thene ~Local Hl‘l
makes pood in sexeal allegory.™
Maore and mion: in this serses the
truc sar i Meades's producer,
Russell Enghwnd When some
inlerviwee 18 praving mare thian
usnally turpd, England has his
presenicr lipdocing ostcatatiously
oint of the back doos, o irying
despemaiely 1o escape over Ehe
garden wall from some ooesually
ghastly example of Bejpemania.
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